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1291 ‘deleted’ voters
in Bengal await SIR
tribunal verdicts today

Kaushik.Pradhan
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Nearly 12.9 lakh
“deleted” voters across 142
assembly segments in
Bengal going to the polls on
Wednesday will learn on
Monday whether their na-
mes have beenreinstatedin
the electoral rolls.

As per SC guidelines,
names cleared by SIR tribu-
nals by Monday will be ad-
ded tosupplementary voter
lists 48 hours before polls.
“Names cleared by Monday
will get a chance to vote,”
Bengal CEO Manoj Agar-
wal said Saturday.

Across142 constituenci-
es, spread over seven dis-
tricts, names of 12.,87.,622
electors were deleted du-
ring judicial adjudication.
In Kolkata, judicial officers
rejected 67,632 names.
North 24 Parganas tops de-
letions (3,25,666) among dis-
tricts going to polls in the
second phase.Matua-domi-
nated seat Ranaghat North
East saw 20,796 deletions.

In the first phase, out of
14,28,771 names deleted du-

NIA to probe bomb

haul near Kolkata

C entre yesterday ordered
an NIA probe into the
seizure of 79 crude bombs
Saturday in Bhangor,a
minority-dominated
flashpoint near Kolkata
where TMC s locked in aduel
withasmallerrivalinthe
April 29 elections. The bomb
haul needs to be probed fora
larger conspiracy and
national security threats,
Centre said. Tnn

ring adjudication, tribunal
included only 139 voters.

Shamim Akhter, an En-
tally resident and associate
professor at Aliah Univer-
sity, said, “Given the low ra-
te of clearance seen before
the first phase, I have little
hope that my voting rights
will berestored.”

Renu Khatun, the nurse
from East Burdwan whose
arm was chopped off by her
husband, told TOI: “I am
extremely worried about
my chances... There’s no
option but to wait.”



Not democracy
but TMC reign of
terror prevails in

Bengal: Rahul

New Delhi: Congress’ Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday alleged it
is not democracy but “TMC’s
reign of terror” that prevails
in West Bengal today. “Intimi-
dating, attacking, and elimi-
nating opposing voices after
votes are cast — this has be-
come TMC'’s defining charac-
= ter,” he said,
W ahead of the
| second phaseof
assembly polls
in the state.

Condemn-
ing the Kkilling
of party worker Debdeep
Chatterjee, allegedly by TMC
activists, Rahul on X shared a
post by Bengal Congress unit
which highlighted that Deb-
deep, who was closely associ-
ated with Asansol North
Congress candidate Prasenjit
Puitandi, was brutally mur-
dered during violence after
the polls’ first phase. Rahul
added that the “murder” by
“TMC-affiliated goons” is ut-
terly reprehensible.

In a separate poston X, Ra-
hul said that the “magician”
has run out of tricks and
young India can now see
through him, as he attacked
PM Narendra Modi over the
women’s reservation issue.
Hemetagroup of young wom-
en from Delhi University and
said the more the women of
India are empowered, the bet-
ter it isfor the country. Tn




Mamata cites ‘load- shedding’,
warns against EVM cape

Suman.Chakraborti
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
asked Trinamool workers to
be alert against “EVM cap-
ture” and said complaints of
power-cuts were pouring in
from EVM strongrooms af-
ter the first phase of the as-
sembly polls in the state.

“Look at EC! It is your
job to ensure EVMs are not
captured. Why 1is there so
much load-shedding? This
1s clearly an indication of
malicious intent. I urge you
not to fall into their trap,”
the CM said at her rallies in
Bhowanipore, from where
sheis contesting.

The Bengal CM said she
was leading by 4,000 votes in
Nandigram in 2021 assembly
elections before power went
off at the counting centre.

The trend reversed after
the supply resumed, and
she finally lost the seat to
BJP’s Suvendu Adhikari by
less than 2,000 votes. Baner-
jee challenged the result at
Calcutta HC and the matter
is still sub judice.

“Everyone must cast
their vote. They will try to
tamper with EVMs. If a ma-
chine malfunctions, come
back to vote again. Do not
vote In a machine that has
previously malfunctioned.
Every EVM must be thor-
oughly checked. Central

CM Mamata w&th supporters during a roadshﬂw in Kolkata on Sunday

SC panel notice to Mamata

ational Commission for Scheduled Castes has taken suo

motu cognisance of an incident in which Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee reportedly used “derogatory language against the SC
community” during a poll rally. NCSC has issued a notice to the
state govt and asked for action inthe matter. It has asked the
chiefsecretary and DGP of Bengal to investigate the matter and
submitareport withinthree days. “The remark by Mamata
Banerjee constitutes a punishable offence under Section 3(1)(s)
ofthe SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,” NCSC said.

NCSC chairperson Kishore Makwana said they are
committed to safeguarding constitutional rights and dignity of
SCs and will not tolerate caste-based insults. On April 23, while
delivering aspeech atarally in Kolkata, Banerjee had used a
word considered derogatory in the context of SCs. tnn

forces will try to capture
EVMs; they are influenced
by the EC. Let them do what-
ever they want. Women
should protect EVMs from
the poll day until the count-
ing ends,” Banerjee said at
herrallies on Sunday.

Referring to Union
home minister Amit Shah,
the CM said, “The HM uses
foul language. He is scared.
He thinks he will win by
spreading fear. Do remem-
ber we know how to fight
back if youtrytostokefear.”
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